Forward chaining systems

[ALISON] http://www.cee.hw.ac.uk/ãlison/ai3notes/subsection2_4_4_1.html
In a forward chaining system there is a database with facts and rules. The deductive system will apply the rules to the facts thereby generating new facts. In a learning system perhaps new rules would be learned too. The selection of the rule to apply is based on a strategy, a conflict resolution strategy. Eventually after a certain number of steps a conclusion (or an anwser to a given lemma) will be reached. 

The strategy might include :

· don’t fire a rule twice on the same data

· fire preferentially rules on more recent working memory elemnets before older ones. This allows the system to follow through a single chain of reasoning, rather than keeping on drawing new conclusions from old data.

· Fire rules with more specific preconditions before ones with more general preconditions. This allows to deal with non-standard cases.

