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PRESS RELEASE


Agfa's First :Dotrix Installation with :Agorix Low Migration Ink Goes to Le Mac Australia Group 
Packaging printer gains flexibility to print shorter runs more frequently 

Mortsel, Belgium – May 14, 2010 – Agfa Graphics today announced that Le Mac Australia Group, a packaging printer that specialises in flexible packaging and bottle labels, recently installed the :Dotrix Modular digital UV inkjet press. The company, which has been operating since 1983, purchased and installed the system earlier this year. Le Mac needed a solution that would help them as print buyers were trending toward shorter runs with greater variety. 

"We have printed UV flexo since 1998, but run lengths have been falling steadily. Jobs that were once 30,000 running metres are now down nearer to 10,000 running metres and still dropping. Print buyers and brand owners are looking to buy smaller quantities more frequently, and change things more often for special promotions and do all this with shorter lead times", said Ken Fletcher, Le Mac's GM R&D. "

Le Mac's clients are world famous brands such as Coca-Cola, Unilever and Diageo, and they demand the highest quality, and the most attractive and functional packaging at the best possible price.  Keeping up with the demands at the top end of the market is challenging, but Fletcher has been tracking developments in digital press technology for some time, and thanks to Agfa's Dotrix, he is able to deliver every time. 
"We have shown the :Dotrix output to our customers and they like what they see", Fletcher said. "The quality of the low migration, low odor :Agorix LM UV ink is the same from start to finish. Flexo printing has to be done carefully to ensure stable colour density and register. With :Dotrix, ink density issues or colour mis-register problems can't occur. The UV colours are applied in a single pass guaranteeing register while density is digitally controlled. :Dotrix Modular allows us to tackle the shorter/medium run work where flexo can struggle due to the time and cost needed to make plates and set the press up". 
"Environmental factors are increasingly important in the Australian print market and the :Dotrix Modular is helping Le Mac cut waste dramatically. With a typical flexo press there are several hundred meters of waste produced at start up. With the trend increasingly towards shorter press runs, the result would normally be a significant rise in waste. However, the :Dotrix Modular has no start-up waste and it doesn't need to stop between jobs since it switches between them whilst maintaining full production speed", said Jan de Vooght, Head of Marketing and Sales at Agfa Graphics, Industrial Single Pass Inkjet.

The :Dotrix Modular digital UV inkjet press, with a printing width of 63cm, is the most productive UV, single-pass printing press in the industry. :Dotrix is the only digital press able to print with high production capacity on a wide variety of substrates ranging from flexible foils, 20 micron over self-adhesives, to folding cartons up to 600 micron. With its modular construction, traditional UV flexo printing stations that can serve as coating and varnishing alleys can be added to the roll-to-roll basic configuration. Slitting and die-cutting as well as sheeter installations can also be integrated to complete the system.
About Agfa 

The Agfa-Gevaert Group is one of the world's leading companies in imaging and information technology. Agfa develops, manufactures and markets analogue and digital systems for the printing industry (Agfa Graphics), for the healthcare sector (Agfa Healthcare), and for specific industrial applications (Agfa Materials). Agfa is headquartered in Mortsel, Belgium. The company is present in 40 countries and has agents in another 100 countries around the globe. The Agfa-Gevaert Group achieved a turnover of 2,755 million Euros in 2009.

About Agfa Graphics
Agfa Graphics offers integrated pre-print solutions for the printing industry. These solutions include consumables, hardware, software, and services for production workflow, design and colour management. The Company's CtP, CtF and digital proofing systems have positioned it as worldwide leader in the commercial printing and packaging industries as well as newspaper publishing markets.

Agfa Graphics is rapidly expanding its range of products and solutions in the growing digital inkjet market. Its experience in both image technology and emulsions has provided the knowledge necessary to make high-quality systems for UV-curable inks. Partnerships with industry leaders in development and manufacturing have expanded the scope of its technology and permitted the company to develop comprehensive digital solutions for printing posters, banners, signs, displays, labels and packaging materials.
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